
ONLINE MAGAZINE FOR CONTEMPORARY ART 

MENU STUDIO VISITS FEATURE TOPICS REVIEWS Q+A 

The Body As Labor: An 
Interview with Karimah 
Ashadu 
by Adela Lovric // Feb. 11, 2026 

VIDEOS 

SUBSCRIBE 

DISCOVER 

Kari mah Ashadu's 'Tendered' at Camden Art Centre marks the British-born, 

Nigerian artist's first institutional solo exhibition in the UK, presented in 

collaboration with Fondazione In Between Art Film. Centered on 'MUSCLE' (2025), 

Ashadu's most recent moving-image work, 'Tendered' offers a focused view into 

Ashadu's practice that probes constructions of Nigerian masculinity, foregrounding 

its entanglements with labor, class, patriarchy and colonial afterlives. 

In 'MUSCLE,' which will have its Berlin premiere on February 15th at the 76th 

Berlinale, Ashadu turns her lens toward a community of bodybuilders training in 

the slums of Lagos. Through lingering close-ups of straining torsos and 

meticulously maintained physiques, the artist reframes the body as a repository of 

labor, discipline and aspiration. The camera's attentive gaze doubles as a mirror, 

reflecting back the viewer's own projections and biases constructed around Black 

male bodies. 
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